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The iconography depicted in The Key is meant to 
act as an agricultural instruction manual. If  one 
were to imagine the age before modern agriculture, 
the human species did not know how to cultivate 
crops or create organized farming spaces. The 
imagery on the ribbon wrapping the hand depicts a 
repeating Sun & Moon placed above successive “V” 
shaped divots (representing the soil). Between the 
Sun, Moon and soil, water droplets are continually 
repeated.

At fi rst glance, the icons may be nothing more 
than repetitive imagery. Upon deeper inspection, 
the signifi cance of  the pattern reveals itself. If  a 
recipient of  the seed could decipher the images 
represented, they might learn the processes 
necessary for organized farming. By the ribbon’s 
instruction,  the seedling must fi rst be placed in 
the soil “V”. Then, each seedling should be evenly 
spaced out from other seeds and watered between 
every Sun & Moon (Day and Night). This process 
must be repeated for 120 days (roughly ~4 months) 
or the average time for many plants to reach full 
maturation. On the ribbon, exactly 120 Suns and 
120 moons are represented.

I fi nd this medium interesting to work with 
because I am able to watch the wood transition 
into a new form. While working, the combustion 
of  the wood causes both a physical and a chemical 
change. As I burn through the layers, the heat of  
the iron converts the solid wood into ash. As this is 
happening, the carbon and the oxygen stored in the 
wood are released and the aroma of  the burning 
begins to permeate my workspace. Although the 
reaction is simple, I fi nd the process timeless and 
meditative. 
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